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Abstract: Rural area is the broadest and deepest foundation of Chinese modernization so that Chinese for
several generations have thrown all their energy into their rural survey and research. The author reviews and
makes an analysis of Chinese rural survey and research in the period of the first half of 20century,especially in
the 1920s — 30s,including Yan Yangchu’s and Ling shuming’s experiment area of countryside construction,
investigation in Baoding.Wuxi and other rural area led by Chen Hansheng,and general survey and statistics
organized by the government of the Republic of China. In addition, Japanese and American made rural
survey. Those investigators left precious historical materials for economic research of rural China, even

though they had different purpose.
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