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Micro Events and Macro History: An Interpretation of

Zuozhuan in the View of Historical Aesthetics

Lu Xinsheng

Keywords: micro events;macro history;historical aesthetics

Abstract; There were several micro events which have great impacts to the process of the development of history but
haven’t been taken seriously by the historians today. To survey such events, Zhuozhuan is a suitable example. As
Zhuozhuan records, Qi and Lu became enemies and conflicted,Jin transformed from disorder to stability and ultimately
gave up the original relationship with Qin. If we analyze the two tragedies involved in these three incidents through the
view of historical aesthetics,it is evident that they were micro events which launched great impacts to macro history.
The perspective of Zhuozhuan to review the history is reflecting macro changes from micro events. This method has

groundbreaking meaning and can be a leading model for Chinese historiography later.

A Study on Qin Dynasty’s “Cheng Dan Chong” Along with the

Discussion on the Unique Characteristics of the Qin’s Law
Zhang Xinchao

Keywords: the Qin dynasty;Cheng dan chong;Qin’s law;added penalty measures

Abstract; “Cheng dan chong” in the Qin Dynasty had two definitions; one refers to a level of punishment, the other
refers to a kind of criminal. Cheng dan chong as a level of punishment included two genres: xing cheng dan chong and
wan cheng dan chong. Xing cheng dan chong could be further distinguished into ging wei cheng dan chong and zhan
wei cheng dan chong. Qing yi cheng dan chong and zhan qing cheng dan chong .on the other hand, belonged to the
category of increased penalty. “ Nai cheng dan chong” did not exist. Cheng dan chong as a kind of criminal could be
distinguished into two main types, chen dan and chong. Cheng dan can be distinguished into xiao cheng dan .zhang
cheng dan and cheng dan while chong could be distinguished into xiao chong and chong. Cheng dan chong and other
criminals were mingled together when they served their forced labour. When the forced labour had certain skills
requirement, the skills factor was the top priority while other factors such as gender, age and punishment came
secondary. The intensity of forced labour was not a reliable frame of reference to measure the weight of punishment.
The Qin dynasty’s cheng dan chong also had other important added penalty measures such as having one’s wife and
child confiscated and to be supervised by other criminals who had to serve a comparatively lighter sentence. These
measures were important distinguishing marks that differentiated cheng dan chong {rom other criminals. To a certain
degree, the above-mentioned unique characteristics of cheng dan chong were also the unique charcteristics of the Qin

dynasty’s penalty.



